TEACHER PAGES
Water Helper Stick Puppets: A Grade 2 Parade and Job-Card Activity
Classroom activity · Grade 2 · Art & Music
Grade 2 students build stick puppets of four people who bring water to a tap, draw a job card with the tool each one uses, and parade them along the water's route.
	Time
	50 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• Card stock cut into puppet-sized rectangles, one per student
• Craft sticks or unsharpened pencils, one per student
• Tape or glue for attaching the stick
• Crayons, colored pencils, and markers
• Four floor signs reading Plant, Tank, Pipe, and Tap
• Index cards for the job cards, one per student

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will draw a puppet of one person whose work brings water to a tap.
1. Students will write a job card naming one tool that person uses and one thing they do.
1. Students will place their puppet in the correct spot along the water's route.

Standards
D2.Civ.14.K-2 (C3 Framework): Describe how people have tried to improve their communities over time.
How this material addresses it: The four puppets stand for people whose daily work keeps a community's drinking water clean and flowing, and the closing question in step 8 asks students to describe how that work makes the town they live in better.
W.2.2 (Common Core ELA): Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.
How this material addresses it: Each job card is a written sentence that introduces the helper, names one tool that person uses, and tells one thing the person does during the day, which is a short piece of informative writing developed with facts.
Vocabulary
Key words: plant, tank, pipe, tap, tool
Teacher overview
Water workers are easier for second graders to hold onto as people with hands and tools than as job titles, so this activity gives each student one person to draw, one tool to put in that person's hand, and one spot to stand along the route the water takes. Four helpers cover the route: the operator who watches the dials at the plant, the tester who fills small bottles and checks whether the water is safe, the tank checker who climbs the ladder to look inside the town's tank, and the pipe worker who digs down to a break under the street.
Keep the framing even across all four. Every one of these people is needed for the tap in the classroom to work, and none of them is presented as a step toward another. Some reach the work straight out of high school with training on the job and a state license, and some go through a certificate or college program first. These routes are worth naming in one plain sentence if a student asks, without ranking them.
Activity Directions
1. Before class, tape the four floor signs in a line across the room in this order: Plant, Tank, Pipe, Tap. Leave enough space between them for six or seven students to stand, with extra room at the Plant sign, where two groups will gather.
1. Gather the class near the classroom sink. Turn the tap on for a moment. Read aloud: "This water came a long way. People worked to send it here. Today you will make a puppet of one of those people."
1. Introduce the four helpers one at a time, naming the tool each carries. The operator watches dials and turns valves at the plant that cleans the water. The tester fills small bottles and checks whether the water is safe to drink. The tank checker climbs a ladder to look inside the town's water tank. The pipe worker digs down to a broken pipe under the street and puts in a new piece.
1. Assign helpers so each of the four is drawn by roughly a quarter of the class. Students draw their helper on card stock, head to boots, with the tool clearly in one hand. Remind them the tool has to be recognizable from across the room, since the puppet will be held up during the parade.
1. Students tape a craft stick to the back of the finished puppet, then write their job card on an index card and tape it below the puppet's feet.
1. Call the parade. Students carrying operator and tester puppets stand at the Plant sign, tank checkers at the Tank sign, and pipe workers at the Pipe sign. Walk from Plant to Tap while each group in turn raises its puppets and says its one-sentence job card aloud.
1. This is the formative check. Listen for at least three-quarters of the job cards to name a tool and an action rather than only a name. Students whose card names only a job get a follow-up question from you on the spot: "What is in your helper's hand, and what are they doing with it?"
1. End the parade at the Tap sign with the whole class gathered. Ask the closing question aloud: how does the work these four people do make our town better? Take four or five answers, then have students answer the handout questions at their seats.

Differentiation
Support
Give these students a puppet outline with the body already drawn so their work goes into the tool and the face. Provide a job-card frame with three blanks in a row for the helper, the tool, and the action, and let them dictate the sentence while you write it. Assign them a partner at the same floor sign so they are never standing alone during the parade.
Extension
Ask these students to draw a fifth helper the class did not cover, such as the person who reads water meters or the person who answers the phone when a customer reports no water, and to explain in one sentence where that helper belongs in the line of floor signs. They can also write a second job card from the helper's own point of view, opening with the phrase "In the morning I" and continuing in that voice.
ELL supports
Show the four tools as real objects or clear photographs before drawing begins, and say the tool name while holding it up rather than while pointing at a word. Provide a word card for each helper with a small sketch of the tool beside it, which students can copy onto the job card. Accept the spoken job card in the home language during the parade, with the tool name said in English.
Extensions
Invite a worker from the local water utility to visit for fifteen minutes and bring one tool from the truck, then have students hold up the puppet that matches the visitor's job. If a visit is not possible, hang the puppets along a hallway in route order under a class-made banner naming the four stops, and let other grades walk the route and read the job cards.
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Water Helper Stick Puppets
Grade 2 · Art & Music
Student Handout
1. Which helper works at the plant that cleans the town's water?





1. Which helper climbs a ladder to look inside the town's water tank?





1. Which helper digs down to a broken pipe under the street?





1. Which helper fills small bottles to check that water is safe to drink?





1. Write the sentence for your job card. Name your helper. Name one tool they use. Tell one thing they do during the day.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
Water Helper Stick Puppets: A Grade 2 Parade and Job-Card Activity
Classroom activity · Grade 2 · Art & Music
1. Answer: The operator. The operator stays at the plant, watches the dials, and turns the valves that keep the cleaning steps running. Accept the tester as well, since the tester's lab is usually at the plant.
1. Answer: The tank checker. The tank checker climbs the ladder on the leg of the water tank and looks inside to be sure the tank is clean and holding water.
1. Answer: The pipe worker. The pipe worker digs down to the break under the street and puts a new piece of pipe in, which is why a street sometimes has a hole in it for a day or two.
1. Answer: The tester. The tester fills small bottles at different spots and checks each one to be sure the water is safe to drink before it reaches houses and schools.
1. Answer: A sentence with a helper, a tool, and an action. Accept any of the four helpers paired with a tool that fits, such as a wrench, a shovel, a ladder, a small bottle, or a dial, plus one thing the person does with it during the day.
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