TEACHER PAGES
The Raindrop Path Necklace: A Water Cycle Bead Craft
Classroom activity · Kindergarten · Art & Music
A kindergarten art activity where students string a four-color bead necklace that sequences the stages of the water cycle, counting and sorting beads by color.
	Time
	30 minutes

	Prep
	Moderate prep

	Materials
	• Pony beads in 4 colors (yellow, white, blue, green), at least 12 per student
• A shoelace or plastic lacing string per student, with the tips taped for easy threading
• A model strip taped to a table showing the 4-color order
• Small cups for sorting beads by color

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will sort a mixed cup of beads into four color groups.
1. Students will count out a set number of beads in each of the four colors.
1. Students will string the beads in a repeating pattern that represents the stages of the water cycle.

Standards
K.MD.B.3 (Common Core Math): Classify objects into given categories; count the numbers of objects in each category and sort the categories by count.
How this material addresses it: Students sort their pony beads into four color categories before stringing, then count how many beads of each color they used, the classify-and-count-each-category task this standard names.
Vocabulary
Cloud: A cloud is a visible mass of tiny water droplets or ice crystals floating in the sky. Clouds form when water vapor cools and condenses onto tiny particles of dust or salt in the air.
Evaporation: Evaporation happens when liquid water, often warmed by the sun, turns into an invisible gas called water vapor that rises into the air. It is how water leaves oceans, lakes, and puddles.
Precipitation: Precipitation is any water that falls from clouds to the ground, including rain, snow, sleet, and hail. It is the main way water returns from the sky to the surface of the Earth.
Teacher overview
This craft turns the water cycle into something students can wear: a necklace or bracelet strung in a repeating four-color pattern, where each color stands for one stage of a raindrop's path. The activity teaches the concept directly, since students say the matching word aloud for every bead they thread, so the necklace's physical order becomes the cycle's order: sun warms water (yellow), water rises into a cloud (white), the cloud lets rain fall (blue), and the rain lands in a puddle that will warm in the sun again (green), starting the pattern over.
Sort the loose beads into color cups before the activity begins, or have students do the sorting themselves as the first step, since kindergartners benefit from the extra counting and classifying practice either way. Pony beads are small, so remind children to keep them out of mouths and noses, and pick up any dropped beads.
Activity Directions
1. Explain the raindrop's path while pointing to the model strip taped to the table: sun warms water (yellow bead), the water rises into a cloud (white bead), the cloud gets heavy and rain falls (blue bead), and the rain lands in a puddle that will dry up in the sun again (green bead), starting the whole pattern over.
1. Give each student a taped-tip string with a knot already tied at one end, along with a cup that has beads sorted into four color piles, or a mixed cup that students sort into four piles themselves first.
1. Have students count out 3 beads of each color from their sorted piles: 3 yellow, 3 white, 3 blue, and 3 green.
1. Students string their beads in order, matching the model strip: yellow, white, blue, green, and then repeat that same order two more times. As each bead goes on, the student says its matching word aloud (Sun, Cloud, Rain, Puddle).
1. When all 12 beads are strung and the pattern has repeated three times, help students tie off the loose end to finish their necklace or bracelet.
1. The activity ends when every student has strung all 12 beads in the correct repeating order and tied off their piece; students who finish early count how many beads of each color they used and compare their total with a neighbor's.
1. Gather the class in a circle, still wearing their necklaces, for the debrief. Ask three questions: "Which bead comes right after the cloud bead, and why?" "How many beads are on your necklace in all?" and "Why does the pattern repeat instead of stopping after one puddle bead?" The answers are keyed in order in the Answer Key.

Differentiation
Support (below grade level)
Pre-sort the beads into color cups before class so students only need to count and string, not sort first. Provide a printed strip with the four colors already glued in order for students to lay their string directly beneath as a guide while threading.
Extension (above grade level)
Ask students to add a fifth bead color for "river," placed between the green puddle bead and the yellow sun bead, and explain in one sentence where a river fits into the raindrop's path. Challenge them to count and compare the total beads used in a 5-color necklace to their earlier 4-color total.
ELL supports
Pair each color word with a gesture: fingers wiggling upward for evaporation (yellow to white), a puffy shape overhead for cloud (white), and fingers fluttering downward for precipitation (blue). Allow students to say only the color name if the water-cycle vocabulary word is still difficult, and count aloud together as a class before individual counting.
Extensions
Send the finished necklace home with a card explaining the four colors, so students can retell the raindrop's path to a family member using their own necklace as a prop. Photograph the class wearing their necklaces in a circle for a bulletin board display titled "Our Class Water Cycle."
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
The Raindrop Path Necklace: A Water Cycle Bead Craft
Classroom activity · Kindergarten · Art & Music
1. Answer: The rain bead (blue) comes right after the cloud bead (white) in the pattern, because after water rises into a cloud, the next thing that happens is the cloud lets it fall back down as rain.
1. Answer: 12 beads total. Counting 3 yellow, 3 white, 3 blue, and 3 green gives 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 12 beads, because the four-color pattern repeats three times.
1. Answer: Because water is never used up along its path; it moves from sun to cloud to rain to puddle and then warms in the sun again, so the same four steps happen again and again.
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