TEACHER PAGES
Fish Pictures for Chestnut Court: A Grade 1 Storm Drain Opinion Prompt
Writing prompt · Grade 1 · English Language Arts
A grade 1 opinion prompt where students decide whether their street should paint fish pictures next to storm drains that lead straight to Pebble Creek.
	Time
	2 sessions, about 40 minutes in all

	Prep
	No prep

	Materials
	None

	Exemplar and rubric
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will state one clear opinion about whether Chestnut Court should paint fish pictures by its storm drains.
1. Students will support their opinion with one reason drawn from the background material.
1. Students will write a closing sentence that gives their opinion piece a sense of finishing.

Standards
W.1.1 (Common Core ELA): Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
How this material addresses it: The prompt asks students to name the fish-picture topic, state one clear opinion, supply one reason, and close with a final sentence, matching W.1.1's opinion-writing parts exactly.
D2.Civ.14.K-2 (C3 Framework): Describe how people have tried to improve their communities over time.
How this material addresses it: The background material describes neighbors marking storm drains to protect Pebble Creek, a real way people try to improve their shared community that this standard names.
Vocabulary
Storm drain: A storm drain is the grate at the edge of a street that swallows rainwater and sends it through pipes to the nearest creek or river. That water is usually not treated, so only rain belongs down the drain.
Also: opinion, reason
Teacher overview
Chestnut Court has six storm drains along its street, and rain that falls there runs straight into Pebble Creek without any cleaning first. Some neighbors on the street want to paint a small fish picture next to each drain as a reminder that anything poured down a drain reaches the creek where fish live. This prompt asks grade 1 writers to form and state one clear opinion about the painting idea, using simple background facts about the drains and the creek.
Plan for two short sessions: read the background material aloud and fill in the Planning Organizer together on day one, then draft the opinion piece independently or with dictation support on day two.
Differentiation
Support
Provide the sentence starter "I think Chestnut Court should ___ because ___." Fill in the Planning Organizer as a whole-class shared writing activity before students write their own closing sentence.
Extension
Ask students to add a second reason to their opinion piece and explain, in one sentence, why that reason also matters to the fish living in Pebble Creek.
ELL supports
Pre-teach storm drain, opinion, and reason with a simple picture showing rain, a drain, and an arrow leading to a creek. Allow the Planning Organizer to be completed with single words or short phrases before drafting begins.
Extensions
Have students design their own simple fish picture on paper, then walk with adult supervision past a real storm drain near the school (if one is nearby), staying on the sidewalk, to see where it might lead, connecting the drawing back to the prompt's real-world idea.
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Name	   Date	
Fish Pictures for Chestnut Court
Grade 1 · English Language Arts
Prompt
Background: Chestnut Court has six storm drains. Rain runs into these drains. The drains lead straight to Pebble Creek. No one cleans the water first. Some neighbors want to paint a fish by each drain. The fish would remind people that things poured down a drain reach the creek. Fish live in that creek. Painting six fish would take one Saturday.
Writing task: Chestnut Court must decide. Should the street paint fish by the drains? Write a short opinion piece. Tell what you think. Give one reason. End with a closing sentence.
Planning Organizer
	Category
	Your notes

	My opinion (should Chestnut Court paint the fish pictures?)
	

	My reason
	

	My closing sentence
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My writing
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EXEMPLAR AND RUBRIC · FOR TEACHERS
Fish Pictures for Chestnut Court: A Grade 1 Storm Drain Opinion Prompt
Writing prompt · Grade 1 · English Language Arts
Exemplar response:
I think Chestnut Court should paint fish pictures next to the storm drains. My reason is that the drains carry rain straight to Pebble Creek, where fish live. A fish picture would remind neighbors not to pour anything down a drain. That way, the creek can stay clean for the fish. That is why I think our street needs the fish pictures.
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Rubric:
	Criterion
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient
	Advanced

	Opinion
	No clear opinion is stated
	States an opinion, but it is unclear which side is meant
	States one clear opinion about painting the fish pictures
	States one clear opinion and names the storm drain topic right away

	Reason
	No reason is given
	Gives a reason that does not connect to the opinion
	Gives one reason that supports the opinion
	Gives one reason that supports the opinion and adds a small supporting detail

	Closure
	Writing stops with no closing idea
	Repeats the opinion word-for-word with no new phrasing
	Provides a simple closing sentence
	Provides a closing sentence that restates the opinion in a new way
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