TEACHER PAGES
The Grass Clippings on Crumplehorn Row: A Grade 1 Sentence Chain
Classroom activity · Grade 1 · English Language Arts
Groups of four pass one paper strip around a circle, each adding a sentence with an order word, to build the story of grass clippings washing into a brook.
	Time
	35 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• Long paper strips, one per group
• Four order-word cards per group
• Pencils
• A picture of a street gutter with grass clippings
• Student handout (one per student)

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will add one sentence in order to a group story about grass clippings.
1. Students will open a sentence with First, Next, Then, or Last.
1. Students will explain where clippings left in a gutter end up after a rain.

Standards
W.1.3 (Common Core ELA): Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure.
How this material addresses it: Each group builds a four-event story of the clippings in order, with every writer opening a sentence using First, Next, Then, or Last, and the last writer closing it.
Vocabulary
Key words: clippings, gutter, grate, brook, order words
Teacher overview
Crumplehorn Row is an invented street where a neighbor mows on Friday and blows the cut grass off the lawn into the gutter, and the story of what happens next takes four steps: the clippings sit at the curb, rain falls, the water carries them into the grate, and they land in the brook at the bottom of the hill. Groups of four build that story one sentence at a time by passing a single paper strip around a circle. The activity teaches the concept directly, because no writer can add a sentence until the strip reaches them, so the order of events is something the group carries out rather than only reads about. Groups of four work best, and the whole class can run at once.
Activity Directions
1. Setup (5 min). Put students in groups of four seated in a circle. Give each group one long paper strip and one pencil, and give each student in the group one order-word card: First, Next, Then, or Last. Post the picture of a gutter full of grass clippings where every group can see it.
1. Set the scene (5 min). Tell the story opening aloud: on Crumplehorn Row, a neighbor mows the lawn on Friday and blows the cut grass into the gutter at the curb. Ask one question and take three or four answers: what will happen to that grass when it rains on Saturday? Do not correct the answers yet.
1. Round one, the First writer (5 min). The student holding the First card writes sentence one on the strip, beginning with the word First, and reads it aloud to the group. Then the strip passes to the left.
1. Rounds two and three (8 min). The Next writer adds sentence two beginning with Next, reads it aloud, and passes the strip. The Then writer adds sentence three the same way. Remind each writer to read the sentences already on the strip before adding one, so the story stays in order.
1. Round four, the Last writer (5 min). The Last writer adds a closing sentence beginning with Last and reads the whole strip aloud from the top. The activity ends when every group's strip holds four sentences and has been read straight through once.
1. Chain reading (4 min). Groups read their strips to the class in turn, standing in their circle order so the class sees the story pass from writer to writer.
1. Debrief (3 min). Ask two questions and take several answers to each. First, where did the clippings end up, and did anyone plan for them to go there? Second, what could the neighbor have done on Friday instead of blowing the grass into the gutter? Assign the student page as independent follow-up work.

Differentiation
Support
Give these students a strip with the four order words already printed at the start of each line, and seat them where the picture of the gutter is easy to see. Let them say their sentence to a neighbor before writing it. If a group moves faster than one writer can manage, allow that student to dictate the sentence to the next writer and copy it afterward.
Extension
Ask groups to write a fifth sentence on the back of the strip telling what the neighbor could do next Friday instead. Interested students can write a second chain for a different item that ends up in a gutter, such as leaves in October or sand after a winter storm.
ELL supports
Act out each of the four steps before writing begins, using shredded paper for clippings, a cup of water for the rain, and two chairs for the grate. Provide the frames "First, the grass _____." and "Last, the grass _____." Let students draw their sentence first and then label the drawing, and accept a spoken sentence recorded by a group member on the strip.
Extensions
With adult supervision, walk to the nearest curb or parking lot edge at school, stay out of the street and away from cars, and look, without touching, at what has collected against it. Students add one sentence to their page naming something real they found at the curb and where it would go in a hard rain.
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Student Handout
My Own Clippings Story
1. Write one sentence about the clippings at the curb on Friday. Start with the word First.





1. Write one sentence about the rain on Saturday. Start with the word Next.





1. Write one sentence about the water at the grate. Start with the word Then.





1. Write one sentence about the brook at the bottom of the hill. Start with the word Last.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
The Grass Clippings on Crumplehorn Row: A Grade 1 Sentence Chain
Classroom activity · Grade 1 · English Language Arts
1. Answer: Accept any sentence beginning with First that puts the clippings at the curb, such as "First, the cut grass sat in the gutter." Look for the order word at the front.
1. Answer: Accept any sentence beginning with Next about the rain, such as "Next, it rained hard all morning." Naming the water running downhill is a strong detail.
1. Answer: Accept any sentence beginning with Then that moves the clippings into the grate, such as "Then the water pushed the grass into the grate." A sentence about the grate clogging is also correct.
1. Answer: Accept any sentence beginning with Last that ends the story at the brook, such as "Last, the grass landed in the brook." Adding that the grass rots there and feeds green growth is a strong closing for a writer who is ready for it.
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