TEACHER PAGES
Pip the Water Drop's Trip: A Grade 2 Water Cycle Narrative Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 2 · English Language Arts
A 45-minute grade 2 lesson where students plan and write a short narrative about a water drop moving through the water cycle, using time-order words.
	Time
	45 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• Chart paper
• Four water-cycle picture cards (sun and lake, cloud, rain, river)
• Student planning sheet
• Pencils and crayons

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will order the four stages of the water cycle from a water drop's point of view.
1. Students will write a short narrative that uses the time-order words first, next, then, and last.
1. Students will add one detail about how the water drop moves or feels at each stage.

Standards
W.2.3 (Common Core ELA): Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.
How this material addresses it: Students write a narrative that recounts a water drop's short sequence of events with details about actions and feelings and uses temporal words to signal order.
Vocabulary
Water cycle: The water cycle is the continuous movement of water between the oceans, the air, and the land. The same water evaporates, forms clouds, falls as rain or snow, and flows back to the ocean before the process repeats.
Cloud: A cloud is a visible mass of tiny water droplets or ice crystals floating in the sky. Clouds form when water vapor cools and condenses onto tiny particles of dust or salt in the air.
Also: evaporate, rain, river
Teacher overview
Rain falls, puddles dry, and clouds come and go, yet these familiar events are not always put in order as one connected story. This lesson gives the water cycle a character, a water drop named Pip, so that the sequence becomes a narrative students can retell and then write. The writing target is W.2.3: recount a short sequence of events, add details, and use time-order words. A common trouble spot is that young writers list the stages without connecting them, so the model story and the planning sheet both push students to use first, next, then, and last.
Procedure
Hook (5 min): Hold up the four picture cards out of order and ask students to name what each one shows. Tell them that today one water drop, named Pip, will travel through all four pictures, and their job is to write Pip's story in the right order.
Read-aloud model (8 min): Read this short model aloud, pointing to each card as you go: "First, Pip rested in a warm lake. The sun made Pip so warm that Pip rose up into the air as tiny vapor. Next, Pip joined other drops high up and made a gray cloud. Then the cloud grew heavy, and Pip fell down as rain. Last, Pip splashed into a river and floated home." Ask students to name the time-order word they heard at the start of each part.
Plan (12 min): Give out the planning sheet. Students draw a quick picture for each of the four stages and write one detail for each: where Pip is, and how Pip moves or feels. Circulate and help students say their detail in a full sentence before they write it.
Write (12 min): Students turn their four planned boxes into a short narrative of four to six sentences. Remind them to begin each part with first, next, then, or last, and to give Pip an action or a feeling in at least one sentence. Model fixing one flat sentence into a detailed one on the chart paper ("Pip fell" becomes "Then Pip fell fast as cold rain").
Share and exit (8 min): Two or three students read their stories aloud. For the exit check, each student numbers the four stages 1 to 4 on the bottom of the planning sheet: rain, cloud, river, sun-and-lake. Collect the sheets and scan that the order runs sun-and-lake, cloud, rain, river before dismissal.
Differentiation
Support
Give these students the four picture cards to lay out and touch as they write, and let them dictate each sentence to a partner or aide before copying it. Accept a three-sentence story that covers the lake, the cloud, and the rain if the full four stages are too much in one sitting.
Extension
Ask students to add a fifth part in which Pip soaks into the ground instead of flowing into the river, and to explain in one sentence when a water drop might take that path. Challenge them to use two time-order words that were not on the sentence-frame list, such as after or finally.
ELL supports
Pre-teach the four stage words with the picture cards and a matching gesture for each: hands rising for evaporate, cupped hands overhead for cloud, fingers wiggling down for rain, and a flat sweeping hand for the river. Allow students to label their planning boxes in their home language first and add the English word during the writing time.
Extensions
Post the finished stories next to the four picture cards as a class water-cycle wall. During the next few rainy days, invite students to point at the wall and say which part of Pip's trip they can see happening outside, which keeps the sequence fresh long after the lesson ends.
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Student Handout
Pip's Story Planning Sheet. Draw and label one box for each part of Pip's trip, then write one detail under each box.
1. First: Pip is in a warm lake. Detail about the sun and rising as vapor.





1. Next: Pip is up high in a cloud. Detail about joining other drops.





1. Then: Pip falls as rain. Detail about how fast or cold it is.





1. Last: Pip lands in a river. Detail about floating home.






Sentence frames for students who need them: "First, Pip ___." "Next, Pip ___." "Then, Pip ___." "Last, Pip ___."
Exit check at the bottom of the sheet: Number these 1 to 4 in order. rain ___ cloud ___ river ___ sun and lake ___
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
Pip the Water Drop's Trip: A Grade 2 Water Cycle Narrative Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 2 · English Language Arts
Answer: The correct order of Pip's trip is sun-and-lake first, then cloud, then rain, then river, which matches the exit-ticket numbering of sun-and-lake (1), cloud (2), rain (3), river (4). Student narratives will vary, but a proficient response places all four stages in this order, opens each part with a time-order word, and includes at least one action or feeling detail for Pip, such as Pip rising as warm vapor or falling as cold rain.
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