TEACHER PAGES
Raindrop Relay: Sequencing the Water Cycle Story Cards
Classroom activity · Grade 3 · English Language Arts
A grade 3 team relay activity where students race to arrange four water-cycle event cards in order and narrate the sequence aloud using time-order words.
	Time
	30 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• 4 large cards per team, each printed with one water-cycle stage and a one-sentence description
• Painter's tape or a floor line to mark each team's card line
• Timer or stopwatch

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will arrange four water-cycle events in the correct sequence.
1. Students will narrate the water cycle aloud using time-order words.

Standards
W.3.3 (Common Core ELA): Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
How this material addresses it: Teams physically race to arrange four water-cycle event cards into the correct sequence and then narrate the sequence aloud, practicing the clear event order this standard requires.
Vocabulary
Evaporation: Evaporation happens when liquid water, often warmed by the sun, turns into an invisible gas called water vapor that rises into the air. It is how water leaves oceans, lakes, and puddles.
Condensation: Condensation is when water vapor in the air cools down and turns back into tiny liquid water droplets. It is how clouds form and why a cold glass gets wet on the outside on a warm day.
Precipitation: Precipitation is any water that falls from clouds to the ground, including rain, snow, sleet, and hail. It is the main way water returns from the sky to the surface of the Earth.
Also: collection
Teacher overview
This is a small-group relay game for teams of three or four students. Each team races to arrange four large cards, one for each stage of the water cycle, into the correct order along a floor line, then narrates the sequence aloud using time-order words. The relay's physical race mirrors the sequencing skill it teaches: a team cannot finish correctly without also getting the water cycle's order right.
Activity Directions
1. Before class, print four cards per team: Evaporation ("Water rises off a lake as invisible vapor"), Condensation ("Vapor cools and joins together to form a cloud"), Precipitation ("Water falls back down as rain"), and Collection ("Rain gathers in rivers and lakes"). Shuffle each team's set of four cards and place them face down at one end of the room.
1. Divide the class into teams of three or four students. Assign each team a floor line, marked with tape, at the opposite end of the room from their shuffled cards.
1. On "go," the first student from each team runs to their team's card pile, picks up one card, and runs it back to place on the floor line, guessing where it belongs in the sequence.
1. The next student on each team repeats the process with a second card, placing it before, after, or between the cards already on the line.
1. Continue until all four cards from a team are placed on their floor line, in the order the team believes is correct.
1. When a team finishes, they raise their hands, and the teacher checks the order together with the team.
1. If a team's order has a mistake, the team has one minute to discuss and fix it before the teacher confirms.
1. Once every team has the four cards correctly ordered, gather the class and have each team read their sequence aloud together, adding "first," "next," "then," and "finally" before each card.

Differentiation
Support
Print a small picture icon on each card (rising wavy lines for evaporation, a cloud for condensation, falling lines for precipitation, a river for collection) so students can use the picture as a clue alongside the words.
Extension
Ask early-finishing teams to write one additional sentence for each card describing where that stage might happen at their own school or neighborhood, such as a puddle in the parking lot.
ELL supports
Pair each card's vocabulary word with the same hand motion used in other water-cycle lessons (fingers wiggling upward for evaporation, hands forming a circle for condensation, fingers falling for precipitation, hands sweeping together for collection), and have the whole class perform the motion when each card is placed.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
Raindrop Relay: Sequencing the Water Cycle Story Cards
Classroom activity · Grade 3 · English Language Arts
1. Answer: Evaporation, Condensation, Precipitation, Collection. This is the correct order of the four water-cycle stages described on the cards.
1. Debrief question: "Which card describes water becoming invisible?" Answer: Evaporation, because the card describes water rising off a lake as invisible vapor.
1. Debrief question: "Which card comes right before Collection?" Answer: Precipitation, because rain has to fall before it can gather in rivers and lakes.
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