TEACHER PAGES
A Raindrop's Trip to Cobble Creek: A Grade 4 Narrative Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 4 · English Language Arts
A grade 4 narrative writing lesson where students trace a raindrop's path through a storm drain to a creek and write a first-person story with a clear event sequence.
	Time
	50 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• Printed storm-drain path diagram (street, curb, storm drain, pipe, creek)
• Lined paper for drafting
• Chart paper for the class sequence list

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will identify the ordered stops a raindrop takes from a street to a creek using a labeled diagram.
1. Students will write a first-person narrative with descriptive details and a clear beginning, middle, and end.

Standards
W.4.3 (Common Core ELA): Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
How this material addresses it: Students write a first-person narrative that develops the raindrop's trip from street to storm drain to creek with descriptive details and a clear, ordered sequence of events.
Vocabulary
Storm drain: A storm drain is the grate at the edge of a street that swallows rainwater and sends it through pipes to the nearest creek or river. That water is usually not treated, so only rain belongs down the drain.
Also: curb, narrator, sequence, descriptive detail
Teacher overview
In the fictional town used for this lesson, rain that falls on Birch Street rolls to the curb, drops through a storm drain, travels a dark pipe underground, and comes out again into Cobble Creek. This lesson turns that ordinary path into a first-person narrative writing prompt: students become the raindrop and tell its story, practicing descriptive detail and a clear event sequence, the two skills CCSS W.4.3 asks fourth graders to develop. Telling the storm drain path as a character's story gives students a reason to notice sensory details such as darkness, echoing sound, and sudden light at the end of the pipe.
Procedure
Hook (5 min): Ask students to close their eyes and picture standing at a street curb during a heavy rain, watching water swirl toward a storm drain and disappear. Ask: "Where do you think that water goes after it disappears?" Collect two or three guesses without confirming an answer yet.
Direct instruction (10 min): Show the labeled storm-drain path diagram: Birch Street, the curb, the storm drain grate, an underground pipe, and Cobble Creek. Trace the path aloud with a finger, narrating each stop in first person as a model: "I land on Birch Street. I roll toward the curb. I drop through the grate into the dark." Point out that this is exactly the beginning, middle, and end structure of a narrative.
Guided practice (10 min): As a class, brainstorm two sensory details for each stop on the path (the street is loud with cars, the drop through the grate is sudden and dark, the pipe echoes, the creek is bright and cold) and record them on chart paper as a shared word bank students may borrow from.
Independent writing (17 min): Students draft their own first-person narrative, "My Trip to Cobble Creek," using the diagram's stops in order as their event sequence and at least two sensory details per stop, borrowed from the word bank or invented on their own. The narrative should have a clear beginning (landing on the street), middle (the storm drain and pipe), and end (arriving in the creek).
Closure / formative check (8 min): Students trade drafts with a partner and complete one check: circle the sentence that shows the raindrop moving from the middle of the story (the pipe) to the end (the creek). Ask the whole class the formative question, "What is one sensory detail you used to describe the underground pipe, and why did you choose it?" Cold-call two students to share before dismissal.
Differentiation
Support
Provide a four-box story map (Street / Curb / Pipe / Creek) with one sentence starter per box ("I land on ___." "I roll toward ___." "I drop into ___." "I come out into ___.") so students can draft box by box before combining their sentences into a full narrative.
Extension
Ask students to add a fifth stop to their narrative describing what the raindrop notices living in or near Cobble Creek once it arrives, using at least one new descriptive detail not already used in the word bank.
ELL supports
Pre-teach "curb," "storm drain," and "narrator" with the diagram itself, pointing to each labeled part while saying the word aloud, and provide the shared sensory-detail word bank from Guided practice to every student rather than only those who ask. Allow the independent narrative to be drafted as a labeled sequence of four short sentences before students attempt to connect them into flowing paragraphs.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
A Raindrop's Trip to Cobble Creek: A Grade 4 Narrative Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 4 · English Language Arts
1. Diagram sequence answer: The correct order is street, curb, storm drain grate, underground pipe, creek. The diagram shows water moving downhill from the street to the curb before it can drop through the grate and travel the pipe to the creek.
1. Formative check answer: Any sensory detail that fits an underground pipe (darkness, echoing sound, a rushing feeling, cold air) is acceptable, as long as the student can explain why that detail matches an enclosed, unlit space.
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