TEACHER PAGES
Thornwood Career Day: A Grade 4 Water Jobs Station Rotation
Classroom activity · Grade 4 · English Language Arts
A grade 4 four-station rotation where small groups research a different water-sector job at each stop, record one fact per station, then write a short summary paragraph.
	Time
	45 minutes

	Prep
	Moderate prep

	Materials
	• 4 station info cards (plant operator, lab technician, civil engineer, meter technician)
• 1 recording sheet per student
• Timer or stopwatch

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will gather one fact about each of four water-sector careers by reading station info cards.
1. Students will write a short summary paragraph about one water-sector career of their choice, using a fact from that station's card.

Standards
W.4.7 (Common Core ELA): Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.
How this material addresses it: Each station investigates one specific aspect of the single topic of water-sector careers, a different job's duties and training, before students combine findings in a summary.
Vocabulary
Key words: operator, technician, engineer, duty, license
Teacher overview
Thornwood Elementary, a fictional school used for this activity, holds a career day where four water-sector jobs each get their own station. Students rotate in small groups through all four stations, spending a few minutes at each one reading a short info card and recording one fact about that job's duties and training. The rotation mechanic itself teaches the research skill this activity targets: rather than reading one long text about "water careers," students investigate one job at a time, station by station, the same way CCSS W.4.7 asks fourth graders to research different aspects of a single topic before combining what they learned.
Activity Directions
1. Before class, set up four stations around the room, each with one info card. Plant Operator: "Runs the machines that clean a town's drinking water. Becoming an operator typically requires a high school diploma, on-the-job training, and passing a state licensing exam." Lab Technician: "Tests water samples from rivers and taps to check whether the water is safe. Uses instruments to measure things like clarity and temperature, then records the results in a report." Civil Engineer: "Designs the pipes, tanks, and treatment plants that move water through a town. Studies math and science in college for several years before earning an engineering degree." Meter Technician: "Reads and repairs the meters that measure how much water each house uses, often driving or walking a set route through a neighborhood every month."
1. Divide the class into four groups, one group starting at each station. Give every student a recording sheet with four rows, one per job.
1. Set a timer for 6 minutes per station. At each stop, the group reads the info card together and each student writes one fact about that job's duties or training in the matching row on their recording sheet.
1. When the timer sounds, groups rotate clockwise to the next station and repeat the reading-and-recording step, until every group has visited all four stations.
1. Once all four stations are complete, students choose the one career from their recording sheet that interests them most.
1. Students write a short summary paragraph about their chosen career, using at least one fact from that station's card and explaining in their own words why that job interests them.
1. The activity ends once every student has completed all four rows of the recording sheet and written their summary paragraph.
1. Close with a debrief: ask two or three students to read their summary aloud, then ask the whole class, "What is one thing these four jobs have in common, even though the day-to-day work is different?"

Differentiation
Support
Reduce the recording sheet to a single word or short phrase per row instead of a full sentence, and allow the summary paragraph to be built from a sentence frame: "I am interested in the job of ___ because the card said ___."
Extension
Ask students who finish early to compare the plant operator and civil engineer rows on their recording sheet and write one sentence explaining how the training for the two jobs differs, using details from both station cards.
ELL supports
Add a simple icon to each station card (a wrench for the operator, a test tube for the technician, a blueprint for the engineer, a clipboard for the meter technician) and allow the recording sheet to be filled in with short phrases or single words rather than full sentences at every station.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
Thornwood Career Day: A Grade 4 Water Jobs Station Rotation
Classroom activity · Grade 4 · English Language Arts
1. Answer: A complete plant operator row should note that the job involves running machines that clean drinking water and requires a high school diploma, on-the-job training, and a state licensing exam.
1. Answer: A complete lab technician row should note that the job involves testing water samples for safety, using instruments to measure things like clarity and temperature, and recording results.
1. Answer: A complete civil engineer row should note that the job involves designing pipes, tanks, and treatment plants, and requires several years of college and an engineering degree.
1. Answer: A complete meter technician row should note that the job involves reading and repairing water meters, often by driving or walking a set neighborhood route every month.
1. Debrief answer: All four jobs help make sure a town's water is safe, available, or fairly measured, even though the training and daily tasks are different for each one.
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