TEACHER PAGES
Alderbrook's Water-Budget Rate: A Grade 6 Argument Writing Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 6 · English Language Arts
A grade 6 ELA lesson where students weigh a fictional town's proposed water-budget rate and draft a claim-and-evidence argument paragraph for the council.
	Time
	55 minutes

	Prep
	No prep

	Materials
	• Printed Student Handout
• Chart paper or board

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will state a clear claim about whether Alderbrook should adopt the water-budget rate.
1. Students will support that claim with two reasons and evidence drawn from the background material.
1. Students will sort statements into claims and evidence to check the difference between them.

Standards
W.6.1 (Common Core ELA): Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
How this material addresses it: Students draft a paragraph that states a clear claim about the water-budget rate and backs it with two reasons and evidence pulled from the background, the argument writing W.6.1 asks for.
Vocabulary
Key words: claim, evidence, reason, water-budget rate, utility
Teacher overview
The fictional town of Alderbrook runs its own water utility, and its council has proposed a new "water-budget rate." Every household would get a set amount of water each month at a low price, and any water used above that budget would cost more. The plan is meant to reward careful use, yet some residents say it is unfair to large families and gardeners. This lesson gives students a genuine local decision and asks them to take a side. The argument writing they produce follows the claim, reasons, and evidence structure grade 6 expects, without a counterclaim, which is introduced in grade 7.
Procedure
Hook (5 min): Ask students how they would decide a fair price for something everyone needs but some people use much more of than others. Take two or three responses, then tell them Alderbrook's council is facing exactly that question about water.
Background reading (10 min): Distribute the Student Handout and read the background together. In this fictional scenario, an Alderbrook home can use up to 6,000 gallons a month at $3 for every 1,000 gallons, and any water above 6,000 gallons costs $9 for every 1,000 gallons. Have students underline the base budget and the two prices.
Model the structure (10 min): On the board, model a claim ("Alderbrook should adopt the water-budget rate"), then show how one reason ("it rewards careful use") connects to one piece of evidence from the background ("water over the budget costs three times as much"). Label each part clearly so students see claim, reason, and evidence as separate moves.
Guided planning (10 min): Students complete Part A of the handout, choosing a claim and listing two reasons with matching evidence. Circulate and check that each reason is paired with a specific detail from the background, not a general opinion.
Independent drafting (15 min): Students write one argument paragraph that states their claim, gives both reasons with evidence, and ends with a concluding sentence.
Formative check and close (5 min): Students complete Part B, labeling four statements as either a claim or evidence. Collect the handouts and scan Part B; if more than a third of the class mislabels an item, reteach the difference before the next session.
Differentiation
Support
Give these students a sentence frame for each Part A item: "Alderbrook should (or should not) adopt the rate. One reason is ___, because the background says ___." Allow them to complete Part A with phrases before writing full sentences.
Extension
Ask students to add a second piece of evidence to one of their reasons and explain, in one sentence, why two details make a reason stronger than one. Have them mark which detail they think is most convincing.
ELL supports
Pre-teach "claim," "evidence," and "reason" with a simple three-card sort using everyday examples before the water topic. Provide the background with the key numbers and terms highlighted, and allow oral rehearsal of the claim with a partner before drafting.
Extensions
Invite a staff member from your own water utility, or a member of a city council, to explain by email how local water rates are actually set and what residents say at rate hearings. Students can compare that real process with the fictional Alderbrook decision they argued about.
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Student Handout
Background: In this fictional scenario, the town of Alderbrook may switch to a water-budget rate. Each home can use up to 6,000 gallons of water a month at a low price of $3 for every 1,000 gallons. Water used above 6,000 gallons costs $9 for every 1,000 gallons. The council says the plan rewards families who save water. Some residents say it is unfair to large families, who need more water for more people, and to gardeners, who water plants in summer.
Part A: Plan your argument.
1. Write your claim: Should Alderbrook adopt the water-budget rate? State your position in one sentence.




1. Give your first reason, then write one detail from the background that supports it.






1. Give your second reason, then write one detail from the background that supports it.






1. Write a concluding sentence that restates your claim in different words.





Part B: Claim or evidence? Label each statement below as a claim or evidence.
1. Water above the budget costs three times as much as water within it.




1. Alderbrook should not adopt the water-budget rate.




1. Large families need more water because they have more people.




1. The water-budget rate is the fairest choice for the town.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
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Lesson plan · Grade 6 · English Language Arts
1. Answer: Answers will vary. A complete response states one clear position, such as "Alderbrook should adopt the water-budget rate" or the opposite, in a single sentence.
1. Answer: Answers will vary. Look for one reason paired with a real detail, such as "It rewards saving, because water over 6,000 gallons costs much more."
1. Answer: Answers will vary. The second reason must also be tied to a background detail rather than a general feeling.
1. Answer: Answers will vary. The concluding sentence should restate the student's claim using new words, not copy sentence one exactly.
1. Answer: Evidence. It is a specific detail about the prices that a writer could use to support a claim.
1. Answer: Claim. It states a position that a writer would need to prove.
1. Answer: Evidence. It gives a reason-supporting detail about why large families use more water.
1. Answer: Claim. It is an opinion about what is best and would need support to convince a reader.
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