TEACHER PAGES
A Water Drop's Path: A Grade 6 Wastewater Narrative Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 6 · English Language Arts
A 50-minute grade 6 narrative writing lesson following a water drop through Fernhaven's four wastewater treatment stages, from screening to disinfection.
	Time
	50 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• Stage cards (Screening, Aeration, Settling, Disinfection)
• Notebook paper

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will sequence the stages of wastewater treatment into a well-structured narrative event order.
1. Students will use descriptive details to make a technical process vivid and concrete for a reader.
1. Students will write from a consistent narrative point of view across an entire scene.

Standards
W.6.3 (Common Core ELA): Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
How this material addresses it: Students draft a well-structured event sequence narrating a water drop's path through Fernhaven's four treatment stages, applying the effective technique and descriptive detail this standard requires.
Vocabulary
Aeration: Aeration means mixing air into water. At a wastewater plant, blowers bubble huge amounts of air through tanks so the helpful microbes have the oxygen they need to eat the waste.
Disinfection: Disinfection is the step that kills or disables germs in water so it is safe to drink. Water plants usually disinfect with chlorine, ultraviolet light, or ozone.
Effluent: Effluent is the cleaned water that leaves a treatment plant at the end of the process. It is tested carefully before being released to a river, lake, or the ocean.
Also: screening, settling
Teacher overview
Fernhaven is a fictional town whose wastewater reclamation plant treats used water from sinks, showers, and toilets before returning it safely to the river. This lesson asks students to narrate that process from the point of view of a single drop of water moving through four real treatment stages: screening, aeration, settling, and disinfection. A common misconception this lesson addresses is that wastewater treatment is a single filtering step; the narrative structure, with one clearly described scene per stage, is built specifically to show four distinct things happening to the water in sequence.
Procedure
Hook (5 min): Ask students to imagine narrating a single day from the point of view of an object other than a person, such as a baseball or a school bus. Discuss briefly what makes that kind of narration interesting, such as unexpected details or a clear sequence of events.
Direct instruction (10 min): Introduce the four stages of wastewater treatment using stage cards: Screening (large solid objects are removed by metal bars and screens), Aeration (air is pumped into the water so bacteria can break down waste), Settling (heavier solids sink to the bottom and are removed as sludge), and Disinfection (the remaining water, called effluent, is treated to kill harmful germs before release). Model narrating the screening stage aloud in first person as a water drop: "I squeeze past a metal bar, leaving behind a plastic wrapper that never should have been flushed..."
Guided practice (15 min): In pairs, students draft two to three sentences narrating the aeration stage from the water drop's point of view, focusing on sensory and descriptive detail such as bubbles, movement, and the bacteria at work. Share one pair's draft aloud and discuss what descriptive detail made the stage feel real.
Independent practice (15 min): Each student writes a complete four-paragraph narrative, one paragraph per stage, following the water drop from screening through disinfection, using descriptive detail and the correct vocabulary term for each stage.
Closure / formative check (5 min): Students underline the vocabulary word in each of their four paragraphs and hold up four fingers if all four stages are present and in the correct order; check in with any student holding up fewer than four fingers before dismissal.
Differentiation
Support (below grade level)
Provide a four-box graphic organizer with the stage name and one sensory detail already filled in for the first box, screening, so students only need to complete the remaining three stages following the same pattern.
Extension (above grade level)
Ask students to add a fifth paragraph narrating what happens to the treated effluent after it leaves the plant and enters the river, drawing only from a teacher-provided detail stating that treated effluent is regularly tested before release to confirm it meets safety standards.
ELL supports
Provide the four stage names and their one-sentence definitions paired with simple icons, such as bars for screening, bubbles for aeration, a settling tank for settling, and a checkmark for disinfection, posted where students can reference them while writing. Allow the narrative to be told orally into a recording device before being written down.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
A Water Drop's Path: A Grade 6 Wastewater Narrative Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 6 · English Language Arts
1. Checklist answer: A complete narrative names all four stages in this order: screening, aeration, settling, and disinfection, with the water drop present as narrator throughout.
1. Vocabulary check answer: Each paragraph should use its matching term correctly: screening removes large objects, aeration adds air for bacteria, settling lets solids sink out, and disinfection kills germs in the effluent before release.
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