TEACHER PAGES
Should Lindenmoor High Add a Water-Operator Pathway?
Writing prompt · Grade 9 · English Language Arts
A grade 9 argument prompt asking whether a fictional high school should add a water-operator career pathway, with real workforce data, an exemplar, and a rubric.
	Time
	2 sessions, about 60 minutes in all

	Prep
	No prep

	Materials
	None

	Exemplar and rubric
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will write an argument that states a claim, develops a counterclaim, and supports both with evidence.
1. Students will use real workforce data to weigh a school decision about a career pathway.

Standards
W.9-10.1 (Common Core ELA): Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
How this material addresses it: The prompt requires a precise claim about adding the pathway, a developed counterclaim, and evidence from the workforce data, exactly the argument structure this standard specifies.
Vocabulary
Key words: career pathway, licensure, counterclaim, workforce, dual credit
Teacher overview
Schools regularly decide which programs to offer with limited time and money, and career pathways are among the hardest calls. This prompt gives students a fictional but realistic decision: whether Lindenmoor High School should add a water-operator pathway, a sequence of courses and supervised hours that lets students begin working toward a state operator license before they graduate. The question is genuinely open, which makes it good argument material. Students take a position and, as grade 9 argument writing requires, develop the opposing view fairly rather than ignoring it.
Differentiation
Support
Provide a sentence starter for each organizer row ("One reason Lindenmoor should or should not add the pathway is ___, because the background says ___") and let students combine their counterclaim and answer into two short sentences.
Extension
Ask students to add a second counterclaim about long-term demand, using the retirement figures to argue whether the need is temporary or lasting, and to strengthen their conclusion in response.
ELL supports
Pre-teach "pathway," "licensure," "workforce," and "counterclaim" with plain definitions and one example each. Allow the organizer to be filled with phrases, and provide a bank of transition words for moving between the claim, the evidence, and the counterclaim.
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Name	   Date	
Should Lindenmoor High Add a Water-Operator Pathway?
Grade 9 · English Language Arts
Prompt
Background: The town of Lindenmoor runs its own water system, and many of its operators are near retirement. The whole field faces the same shift. The EPA estimates that roughly one-third of water workers will be eligible to retire within ten years. Young workers are also scarce. A Brookings study using 2016 data found that only about 10 percent of water workers were 24 or younger, compared with 12.5 percent of all U.S. workers. Across the country, about 10,000 operator jobs are expected to open each year from 2025 to 2035, and that figure counts operators specifically. The total number of operator jobs is projected to shrink by about 6 percent. Even so, workers who retire or move to other jobs will need to be replaced, and that is where all of the openings come from.
The work pays a steady wage. Operators earned a median of about $60,020 a year in a recent federal count, the lowest tenth earned less than $39,110, and the top tenth earned above $91,060. Becoming an operator usually takes a high school diploma, on-the-job training, and a state license earned by exam. This is one fair path among several, alongside certificate programs, four-year degrees, and graduate study, and adding it to the high school would not close off any of them.
Lindenmoor High has been asked to add a water-operator pathway that would offer dual-credit courses and supervised hours at the town plant. Supporters say it prepares students for stable local jobs, while some staff worry that a narrow pathway pulls time and money from courses that serve every student.
Writing task: Should Lindenmoor High add the water-operator pathway? Write an argument essay that states a clear claim and supports it with at least two pieces of evidence from the background. Develop one counterclaim a thoughtful person might raise, answer that counterclaim, and end with a strong concluding statement.
Planning Organizer
	Category
	Your notes

	Claim (should Lindenmoor add the pathway?)
	

	Reason 1 + evidence from the background
	

	Reason 2 + evidence from the background
	

	Counterclaim a thoughtful person might raise
	

	Your answer to the counterclaim
	

	Concluding statement
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My writing
Continue on lined paper if you need more room.
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EXEMPLAR AND RUBRIC · FOR TEACHERS
Should Lindenmoor High Add a Water-Operator Pathway?
Writing prompt · Grade 9 · English Language Arts
Exemplar response:
Lindenmoor High should add the water-operator pathway, because it opens a real and well-paid career to students without taking anything away from those who choose college. The need is clear and local. Roughly one-third of water workers will be eligible to retire within ten years, only about 10 percent were 24 or younger in 2016, and the town's own operators are close to retirement. Nationally, around 10,000 operator openings are expected every year from 2025 to 2035, all from replacing people who leave the field. These are jobs that will exist, in Lindenmoor and everywhere, and someone will have to be trained to fill them.
The pay makes the pathway worth offering. Operators earned a median of about $60,020 a year in a recent federal count, with the top tenth of operators earning above $91,060. A student could finish the pathway, pass the state license exam, and begin a middle-class career soon after graduation, without the debt a four-year degree can bring. That does not make the pathway better than college; it makes it a fair option to put beside college.
Some staff argue that a narrow pathway pulls time and money from courses that serve every student, and that concern deserves a real answer. It is true that a school's resources are limited. But a dual-credit pathway can be built from science and math courses students already need, and the supervised hours happen at the town plant rather than in extra classrooms. The pathway adds a choice; it does not replace English, science, or the college-preparatory track that other students will take.
Lindenmoor High should add the pathway. The jobs are coming as operators retire, the pay supports a stable life, and offering the route costs the school little while widening what its students can become. A school that can prepare some of its graduates for real local careers, while still serving everyone else, should do it.
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Rubric:
	Criterion
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient
	Advanced

	Claim
	No clear position stated
	States a position but it shifts or is vague
	States one clear, consistent position
	States a clear position and previews the reasoning

	Evidence & reasoning
	No evidence from the background
	Restates one fact without explaining it
	Uses at least two specific details from the background and explains how they support the claim
	Uses three or more specific details and explains how each supports the claim

	Counterclaim
	No counterclaim addressed
	Names an opposing view without answering it
	States a counterclaim and answers it
	States a counterclaim, answers it specifically, and ties the answer back to the claim

	Organization & conventions
	Disconnected ideas; frequent errors block meaning
	Some organization; noticeable errors
	Clear paragraph structure; few errors
	Purposeful structure with a strong conclusion; nearly error-free
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