TEACHER PAGES
Fifi's Water Bowl: A Kindergarten Comparing and Counting Set
Math problem set · Kindergarten · Math
A kindergarten math set where students count cups poured into a dog's water bowl and a birdbath across three days, comparing totals and adding within 10.
	Time
	25 minutes

	Prep
	No prep

	Materials
	None

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will compare two containers by their cup counts to tell which holds more or less water.
1. Students will add totals within 10 to track water poured into two containers across three days.
1. Students will compare two totals and identify which is greater.

Standards
K.CC.C.6 (Common Core Math): Identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or equal to the number of objects in another group, e.g., by using matching and counting strategies.
How this material addresses it: Problems 1, 5, 6, and 8 ask students to identify which of two counted cup amounts is greater, matching this standard's compare-two-groups skill using cup counts as the units.
K.OA.A.2 (Common Core Math): Solve addition and subtraction word problems, and add and subtract within 10, e.g., by using objects or drawings to represent the problem.
How this material addresses it: Problems 2, 3, 4, and 7 are addition word problems that total cups poured into containers across three days, solved within 10 as this standard requires.
Vocabulary
Key words: more, less, compare, total
Teacher overview
Every morning, the Chen family fills two containers using the same small cup: Fifi the dog's water bowl and a birdbath in the backyard. This problem set follows those two containers across Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, using the number of cups poured as a way to measure and compare how much water each container holds, since young students cannot yet measure volume with standard units. A common misconception in this math is assuming that the container that looks bigger or taller always holds more, rather than checking the actual cup count; comparing by counting equal-sized cups poured into each one corrects that assumption directly.
Every number in this problem set stays at or below 10, matching where kindergarten counting and addition belong. Read each problem aloud, and let students use counters or draw cups to solve if writing numerals independently is still difficult.
Differentiation
Support
Give students two small clear cups labeled "bowl" and "birdbath," along with counters, so they can physically build each day's amount and see the comparison rather than only reading the numbers.
Extension
Ask students to invent a fourth day, choosing new cup amounts for the bowl and the birdbath that keep every total at or below 10, and to tell which container holds more on their new day.
ELL supports
Pre-teach more, less, and total with a simple demonstration, pouring cups into two clear containers side by side. Provide a sentence frame for comparison answers: "The ___ holds more because it has ___ cups."
Extensions
Set up two real containers in the classroom, fill them with a small cup each day for a week, and have students track and compare the daily cup counts on a simple chart, connecting the problem set's comparisons to something they measure themselves.
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Name	   Date	
Fifi's Water Bowl
Kindergarten · Math
Problems
1. Monday: We fill the bowl. It takes 4 cups. We fill the birdbath. It takes 2 cups. Which one takes more cups?

1. How many cups in all on Monday? Add the bowl and the birdbath.

1. Tuesday: The bowl has 1 cup left. We add 3 more cups. How many cups now?

1. Tuesday: The birdbath has 1 cup left. We add 1 more cup. How many cups now?

1. Compare Tuesday. The bowl has 4 cups. The birdbath has 2 cups. Which one has more?







1. Wednesday: We fill just one. We pick the one that needs more cups. Which one do we fill?

1. We add 4 more cups to it. Add Monday's 4 cups and Wednesday's 4 cups. How many cups in all on Monday and Wednesday?

1. The birdbath still has 2 cups. Compare it to your answer from problem 7. Which amount is more?
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
Fifi's Water Bowl: A Kindergarten Comparing and Counting Set
Math problem set · Kindergarten · Math
1. Answer: Fifi's bowl. 4 cups is greater than 2 cups, so the bowl holds more water.
1. Answer: 6 cups. 4 cups in the bowl plus 2 cups in the birdbath is 4 + 2 = 6 cups poured in all.
1. Answer: 4 cups. The 1 cup left over plus the 3 new cups is 1 + 3 = 4 cups in the bowl.
1. Answer: 2 cups. The 1 cup left over plus the 1 new cup is 1 + 1 = 2 cups in the birdbath.
1. Answer: Fifi's bowl. 4 cups is greater than 2 cups, matching Monday's comparison.
1. Answer: Fifi's bowl. The bowl has needed more cups than the birdbath every day so far, so the family fills the bowl.
1. Answer: 8 cups. Monday's 4 cups plus Wednesday's 4 cups is 4 + 4 = 8 cups poured into the bowl on those two days.
1. Answer: The bowl's total. 8 cups is greater than the birdbath's 2 cups.
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