TEACHER PAGES
Cleaning Up Willow Creek: A Grade 1 Community Helpers Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 1 · Social Studies & Civics
A 40-minute grade 1 lesson about Cedar Hollow neighbors who organized a Creek Helpers Day to keep litter out of Willow Creek, and how students could help too.
	Time
	40 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• A picture of a littered creek
• A picture of a clean creek with a frog or fish visible
• Drawing paper and crayons

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will describe how litter on the ground can wash into a nearby creek when it rains.
1. Students will explain how a group of neighbors worked together to reduce litter in Willow Creek.
1. Students will draw and describe one action they could take to help keep a local creek clean.

Standards
D2.Civ.14.K-2 (C3 Framework): Describe how people have tried to improve their communities over time.
How this material addresses it: Students describe how Cedar Hollow neighbors organized a Creek Helpers Day to remove litter from Willow Creek, a concrete example of people trying to improve their community, exactly what this standard asks students to describe.
Teacher overview
Cedar Hollow is a fictional town where Willow Creek runs behind the elementary school. Litter from the nearby parking lot used to wash into the creek every time it rained, until a group of neighbors started a Creek Helpers Day. This lesson introduces grade 1 students to that one concrete example of people improving their community over time and asks them to describe one action they could take to help a creek near their own home or school.
Procedure
Hook (5 min): Show two simple pictures side by side: a creek with trash floating in it, and the same creek clean with a frog on a rock. Ask: "Which creek would you like to visit? Why?" Take a few answers without judgment.
Direct instruction (10 min): Tell the short story of Cedar Hollow: trash from the parking lot near the school used to blow and wash into Willow Creek every time it rained, and the frogs and fish that lived there had a harder time finding clean water. Explain simply that rain carries whatever is on the ground into the nearest creek or storm drain, so litter left on the ground can end up in the water even if nobody threw it in the creek directly.
Guided discussion (10 min): Explain that a group of neighbors noticed the problem and organized a Creek Helpers Day: once a month, families walked along the creek bank and the parking lot picking up litter before it could wash away, and they put up a few simple signs asking people not to leave trash near the water. Ask the class: "What do you think happened to Willow Creek after people started doing this?" Guide the discussion toward the idea that less litter on the ground means less litter reaching the water.
Independent/paired activity (10 min): Each student draws one thing they could do to help keep litter out of a creek, stream, or storm drain near their own home or school, such as picking up trash on a walk with a grown-up and gloves, asking a grown-up to join a clean-up day, or keeping trash in a can with a lid. Students write or dictate one sentence describing their drawing.
Closure / exit ticket (5 min): Take a thumbs-up or thumbs-down poll: "Would you want to join a Creek Helpers Day?" Ask one or two students to share why. Close by repeating the class's key idea: people can look after a creek by keeping litter off the ground nearby.
Differentiation
Support (below grade level)
Provide the sentence starter "I can help a creek by ___." Offer a small set of picture cards (picking up trash, closing a trash can lid, telling a grown-up) for students to choose from and label instead of drawing from scratch.
Extension (above grade level)
Ask advanced students to name two reasons trash in a creek can make life harder for animals living there, using the frog and fish detail from the Cedar Hollow story, and to write both reasons in complete sentences.
ELL supports
Pre-teach litter, creek, clean, and dirty with simple pictures shown next to each word. Allow the independent activity response to be a labeled drawing rather than a full written sentence, with the teacher scribing a short caption during dictation.
Extensions
Invite a local parks, public works, or stormwater employee to visit and describe, in simple terms, how your own community keeps litter out of its creeks and rivers.
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