TEACHER PAGES
The Night the Water Main Broke on Bellflower Street
Reading passage · Grade 3 · Social Studies & Civics
A grade 3 narrative passage in which a night repair crew fixes a broken water main on Bellflower Street while a curious neighbor named Mia watches it happen.
	Time
	30 minutes

	Prep
	No prep

	Materials
	None

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will retell the steps a repair crew takes to fix a broken water main.
1. Students will make an inference about why pipe repair work cannot wait for daytime or good weather.

Standards
RI.3.1 (Common Core ELA): Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
How this material addresses it: Questions 1 through 4 ask for stated details about the break and the crew's steps, and questions 5 and 6 require inferences students must tie back to lines in the passage.
Vocabulary
Water main: A big underground pipe that carries drinking water beneath the streets to a neighborhood. Smaller service lines branch off it to reach each building.
Valve: A valve is a device in a pipe that operators can open or close to control where water flows. Valves let crews shut off one street for repairs without turning off the whole town.
Also: crew
Teacher overview
This original narrative follows one night on a fictional street, from the first strange sound of a broken water main to the moment clear water runs again in the morning. It gives students a concrete picture of who fixes the shared pipes under a town and what the repair actually involves, told through a third grader's eyes. Assign it to anchor a community-workers unit or to pair with any lesson on how water reaches homes.
Differentiation
Support
Have students number the crew's four big steps in the margin as you read together: stop the water, dig, replace the pipe, open the valve slowly. Allow answers to questions 1 through 3 in short phrases.
Extension
Ask students to write the phone message the town sent to Bellflower Street that morning, in three sentences: what happened, what the crew did, and what families should do with their taps.
ELL supports
Pre-teach "main," "valve," and "crew" with a quick sketch of a street cut open to show the big pipe and the small house pipes. Read the passage aloud once before independent reading, and let students act out turning the valve and the water stopping.
Extensions
Take a short walk on school grounds or study a photo of the street outside, and have students spot the small metal lids and covers underfoot, then discuss what might be under each one and who in a town would ever need to open it.
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Name	   Date	
The Night the Water Main Broke on Bellflower Street
Grade 3 · Social Studies & Civics
Passage
A sound woke Mia in the middle of the night. It was like a small river, but there was no river on Bellflower Street.
Mia looked out her window. Water was rushing along the curb. It shone under the street light. A pipe under the street had broken. Her dad called the water company's night line. "They already know," he said. "A crew is on the way."
A truck with yellow lights rolled up. Two workers got out. Their names were Dena and Carl. Dena walked the wet street with a flashlight. She stopped at a small metal lid near the corner. Under that lid was the shut-off valve. A valve is like a faucet for the whole street. Carl turned it with a long metal tool. The rushing sound got softer, then stopped.
Mia's dad opened the kitchen tap. Only a trickle came out. "The water main is closed," he said. "The main is the big pipe under the street. It feeds the small pipes that come into every house."
Out on the street, the crew got to work. A little digging machine peeled back the road. Dena and Carl dug the last part with shovels, slow and careful. There it was: a crack along the old pipe, as long as a ruler. They cut out the bad piece. They set a new piece in its place and locked it tight with metal clamps.
Near sunrise, Carl opened the valve again, just a little at first. The pipes filled slowly. Fast water can shake old pipes, so the crew never rushes this part.
By breakfast, Mia's tap worked again. The water looked a little cloudy. The fix had stirred up air and tiny bits inside the pipe. "Let the cold tap run until it looks clear," her mom read from the town's phone message. Soon the water ran clear.
Mia waved to Dena and Carl as the truck pulled away. Dena waved back. "We fix mains in every kind of weather," she called. "The town needs its water."
Mia thought about that at school. Under every street she walked, water was moving through pipes, because somebody kept them working.
Questions
1. What woke Mia in the middle of the night?




1. What is a water main? Use the words from the passage.




1. What did the crew do first, before any digging started?




1. Why did Carl open the valve just a little at first, near sunrise?






1. Why was the water cloudy at breakfast, and what did families do about it?






1. Dena says the crew fixes mains in every kind of weather. What does that tell you about this job?
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
The Night the Water Main Broke on Bellflower Street
Reading passage · Grade 3 · Social Studies & Civics
1. Answer: A sound like a small river. The passage opens with the sound, and Mia then sees water rushing along the curb from the broken pipe.
1. Answer: The big pipe under the street that feeds the small pipes going into every house. Mia's dad explains this at the kitchen tap.
1. Answer: They found the shut-off valve under the metal lid and turned it to stop the water. The rushing sound stopped after Carl turned the valve.
1. Answer: Because fast water can shake old pipes. The passage says the crew never rushes the refilling part, so the pipes fill slowly.
1. Answer: The fix stirred up air and tiny bits inside the pipe, so families let the cold tap run until the water looked clear, as the town's message said.
1. Answer: Answers should infer that the job is important and cannot wait, because the town needs water every day, in storms or cold. Full credit requires tying the inference to Dena's words or to the town needing its water.
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