TEACHER PAGES
Goldfield Creek Council Meeting: A Grade 3 Civics Role-Play
Classroom activity · Grade 3 · Social Studies & Civics
A grade 3 social studies role-play where students act as a town council and decide a rule to stop trash and pet waste from washing into Goldfield Creek.
	Time
	40 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• Printed role cards for the mayor, council members, water keeper, and neighbors
• A simple map showing streets, storm drains, and Goldfield Creek
• Chart paper to record the three options and the vote

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will explain how litter and pet waste can reach Goldfield Creek.
1. Students will act out how a council hears a problem and weighs options.
1. Students will vote on a water rule and give a reason for their choice.

Standards
D2.Civ.13.3-5 (C3 Framework): Explain how policies are developed to address public problems.
How this material addresses it: Students role-play a council that hears a creek pollution problem, weighs three options, and votes on a rule, acting out how policies are developed to address public problems.
Vocabulary
Key words: council, vote
Teacher overview
This is a whole-class role-play for about 20 to 30 students. Goldfield (a fictional town used for this activity) has a problem: litter and pet waste on the streets keep washing down the storm drains into Goldfield Creek, where children play. Students take roles on a town council and among the neighbors, hear the problem, weigh three options, and vote on a rule. The role-play teaches, by doing, how a community turns a shared problem into a policy that people agree to follow.
Activity Directions
1. Before class, post the street-to-creek map where all can see it. Set up a front table as the council bench with chairs for the mayor and four council members. Print the role cards.
1. Assign roles. One student is the mayor, who runs the meeting. Four students are council members, who ask questions and vote. One student is the water keeper, who reports the problem. Three or four students are neighbors, who share what they have seen. The rest of the class are residents who listen and, at the end, give a thumbs signal for the option they favor.
1. Open the meeting. The mayor welcomes everyone and states the problem in one sentence: trash and pet waste are washing into Goldfield Creek through the storm drains.
1. Hear the report. The water keeper uses the map to show how rain carries litter from the streets, into the drains, and out to the creek, with no cleaning along the way.
1. Hear the neighbors. Each neighbor reads or tells one thing they have noticed, such as candy wrappers in the creek or a slippery path after storms.
1. Put three options on the chart paper. Option A: add trash cans and signs along the creek path. Option B: make a rule that people must pick up pet waste and may not sweep litter into a storm drain. Option C: hold a creek clean-up day every spring.
1. Debate. Council members ask two or three questions about the options. Neighbors and residents may raise a hand to add a short point. The mayor keeps the talk fair and on time.
1. Vote. The council members vote first, one at a time, and the mayor records the count on the chart. Then the residents give a thumbs signal so the council can see what the town favors. The mayor announces the option, or blend of options, that wins.
1. Close the meeting when the vote is recorded, about 30 minutes in, and gather everyone for the debrief.
1. Debrief with two questions: What steps did the council take before it made a rule? How is deciding together different from one person just making a rule alone?

Differentiation
Support
Give students with speaking roles a printed sentence starter on their role card, such as "One thing I have seen at the creek is ___." Let residents vote with a colored card instead of explaining aloud.
Extension
Ask a few students to serve as reporters who write two or three sentences after the meeting telling what problem the council solved, which option won, and why, as if for a class newspaper.
ELL supports
Pre-teach council, vote, and storm drain with pictures. Provide role cards with short, simple lines and allow students to practice their one line with a partner before the meeting begins.
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Student Handout
Mayor: You run the meeting. Welcome everyone. State the problem: trash and pet waste are reaching Goldfield Creek. Call on the water keeper, then the neighbors. Keep the talk fair. Lead the vote and announce the result.
Council member: You listen to the problem and the options. Ask one fair question about an option you are unsure about. When it is time, vote for the option you think helps the creek most.
Water keeper: You care for the town's water. Use the map to show how litter and pet waste wash from the streets into the storm drains and out to Goldfield Creek. Explain that the drains do not clean the water first.






Neighbor: You live near the creek. Tell the council one thing you have seen, such as litter floating in the water or a slippery, dirty path after a storm. Say why it worries you.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
Goldfield Creek Council Meeting: A Grade 3 Civics Role-Play
Classroom activity · Grade 3 · Social Studies & Civics
1. Debrief answer, the steps: The council named the problem, heard a report from the water keeper, listened to neighbors, looked at three options, debated them, and then voted. Look for students naming most of these steps in order.
1. Debrief answer, deciding together: Deciding together lets many people share what they know and agree on a rule they will follow, while one person deciding alone might miss facts or pick something the town will not support. Accept any answer that values shared, fair decisions.
1. Vote answer: There is no single correct option. Any option, or blend, is acceptable if the council followed the steps and members can give a reason tied to protecting Goldfield Creek.
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