TEACHER PAGES
How Water Reaches Rocky Ford: A Grade 3 Mapping Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 3 · Social Studies & Civics
A 45-minute grade 3 social studies lesson where students order and map the stops water passes through to reach the fictional town of Rocky Ford.
	Time
	45 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• Six stop cards labeled River, Treatment Plant, Pump, Water Tower, Pipes, and School
• A blank valley map for each small group
• Glue sticks or tape and markers
• Index cards for the exit ticket

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will place the stops of Rocky Ford's water system in the correct order.
1. Students will explain how people built structures to move water to the town.
1. Students will use a stop card to tell what happens at one part of the system.

Standards
D2.Geo.4.3-5 (C3 Framework): Explain how culture influences the way people modify and adapt to their environments.
How this material addresses it: Students map the river, plant, pump, and tower that people built to move water across the land to Rocky Ford, showing how a community modifies its environment to meet a need.
RI.3.1 (Common Core ELA): Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
How this material addresses it: Students read a short stop card for each part of the water system and answer questions about what happens there, referring back to the card for their answers.
Vocabulary
Water tower: A water tower is a big tank raised high above town that stores drinking water. Its height is what pushes water through the pipes, keeping the pressure steady even when the power goes out.
Also: treatment plant
Teacher overview
Rocky Ford (a fictional town used for this lesson) sits in a dry valley, away from any large lake. To bring clean water to homes and the school, people built a whole chain of structures across the land. This lesson has students order the stops water passes through and map them on a valley, which shows how a community changes its environment to solve the problem of getting water where people live. A common student idea is that water simply appears at the tap, so the lesson makes each hidden step visible.
Procedure
Hook (5 min): Ask students where the water at the school drinking fountain came from before it reached the fountain. Write their guesses on the board. Most will name only one step, such as a pipe or a river. Tell them that water in Rocky Ford passes through six stops, and today they will put those stops in order.
Direct instruction (15 min): Introduce the six stop cards one at a time and read each short card aloud. The River is where the town collects its raw water. The Treatment Plant is where workers clean the water and make it safe to drink. The Pump pushes the clean water uphill with strong machines. The Water Tower holds treated water high above the town so it is always ready. The Pipes carry water under the streets to buildings. The School is one place where the water finally comes out of a tap. Explain that people built each of these on purpose to move water across a dry valley.
Guided practice (15 min): In small groups, students receive a blank valley map and the six stop cards. They place and glue the cards in the correct order, from the river to the school, then draw arrows to show the water's path. As they work, they answer two card-based questions together: at which stop is the water cleaned, and why might the town place the water tower on high ground?
Independent practice (5 min): Each student writes two sentences naming the first stop and the last stop on the water's path and telling one thing people built to move the water. Students must use the words treatment plant or water tower at least once.
Closure and exit ticket (5 min): Students answer one question on an index card: "Name one structure people built to bring water to Rocky Ford, and tell what it does." Collect and scan for a correct structure and job, such as the treatment plant cleaning the water, before students leave.
Differentiation
Support
Give these students a valley map with the River and School already placed at the start and end, so they only order the four middle stops. Allow the independent writing to be one sentence naming the first and last stops.
Extension
Ask students to add a seventh stop that the lesson did not include, such as a well or a second neighborhood, decide where it belongs on the map, and explain in writing why they placed it there.
ELL supports
Pre-teach treatment plant, water tower, and pump with a labeled picture of each stop. Let students show the water's order by placing the cards and tracing the arrows with a finger while a partner reads the stop names aloud.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
How Water Reaches Rocky Ford: A Grade 3 Mapping Lesson
Lesson plan · Grade 3 · Social Studies & Civics
1. Order answer: River, Treatment Plant, Pump, Water Tower, Pipes, School. Water is collected at the river, cleaned at the treatment plant, pushed uphill by the pump, stored in the water tower, carried through pipes, and delivered at the school tap.
1. Card question, cleaning: The water is cleaned at the treatment plant, where workers make the raw river water safe to drink.
1. Card question, tower placement: Placing the water tower on high ground lets the tower hold water above the town so it can flow down to homes with steady pressure whenever people open a tap.
1. Exit ticket answer: Any answer that names a real structure and its job. Examples: the water tower stores treated water high above town, or the pump pushes clean water uphill. Look for a structure paired with what it does.
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