TEACHER PAGES
Writing the Storm Drain Rule for Bracken Ridge
Lesson plan · Grade 4 · Social Studies & Civics
A 50-minute grade 4 civics lesson where students role-play a town council that writes a rule to keep Otter Creek clean by controlling what enters storm drains.
	Time
	50 minutes

	Prep
	Low prep

	Materials
	• Printed problem brief, one per group
• Chart paper and markers
• Index cards for the exit ticket

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will explain why a storm drain rule is a policy that solves a shared public problem.
1. Students will draft one rule and give a reason it would help protect Otter Creek.

Standards
D2.Civ.13.3-5 (C3 Framework): Explain how policies are developed to address public problems.
How this material addresses it: Students role-play a town council that hears a public problem, weighs options, and writes a storm drain rule to protect Otter Creek, which is precisely how this standard defines policy development.
Vocabulary
Storm drain: A storm drain is the grate at the edge of a street that swallows rainwater and sends it through pipes to the nearest creek or river. That water is usually not treated, so only rain belongs down the drain.
Also: policy, town council
Teacher overview
Bracken Ridge is a fictional town used for this lesson, and Otter Creek runs right through the middle of it. Rain that falls on the town's streets and yards flows into storm drains, and those drains carry the water straight to the creek without cleaning it first. When people let paint, motor oil, litter, or grass clippings wash into a drain, all of it reaches the creek. This lesson turns that shared problem into a civics simulation: students act as a town council that studies the problem, considers choices, and writes a public rule to fix it.
Procedure
Hook (5 min): Ask students where they think the water goes after it flows into a storm drain on the street. After a few guesses, explain that in the town of Bracken Ridge the drains empty directly into Otter Creek, so whatever goes down a drain ends up in the creek where people fish and wade.
Direct instruction (15 min): Introduce three words. A storm drain is the opening on a street that carries rain away. A town council is a small group of elected people who make decisions for a town. A policy is a rule the town agrees to follow to solve a problem. Explain that when a town has a public problem, the council usually hears the problem, lists possible choices, and then adopts a policy. Tell students that today Otter Creek has been looking dirty after storms, and the council of Bracken Ridge must decide what rule to write.
Guided practice (20 min): Divide the class into councils of four or five students. Give each group the problem brief, which lists what has been washing into the creek and three possible choices: post warning signs at every drain, hold a spring cleanup day, or pass a rule that fines people who dump paint or oil into a drain. Each council discusses the choices, then writes one clear rule on chart paper and adds one sentence explaining how the rule would help the creek.
Formative check (independent, part of guided time): As groups work, visit each council and ask one question: "Who does your rule ask to change what they do, and why?" A council that can name who must act and give a reason has understood that a policy targets a specific behavior.
Closure / exit ticket (10 min): Each council reads its rule aloud. Then each student answers one question on an index card: "Why is writing a rule a good way to solve the problem of a dirty creek?" Collect the cards and scan for the idea that a shared rule asks everyone in town to change a harmful habit.
Differentiation
Support (below grade level)
Give these councils a rule frame to complete: "In Bracken Ridge, no one may put ___ into a storm drain, because the drain flows to ___." Read the problem brief aloud to the group before they begin discussing.
Extension (above grade level)
Ask the council to write a second rule about how the town would tell residents about the new policy, such as a mailed notice or a sign at the creek, and to explain why a rule works better when people actually know about it.
ELL supports
Pre-teach storm drain, policy, and town council with simple pictures: a curb drain, a written list of rules, and a small group of people at a table. Allow students to contribute to their council's rule with a spoken phrase or a drawn picture rather than written sentences.
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Student Handout
Problem Brief for the Bracken Ridge Town Council
The problem: Otter Creek looks dirty after storms. The storm drains on our streets carry rain straight to the creek, and the water is not cleaned first.
What has been washing into the creek: paint, motor oil, litter, and grass clippings.
Your council has three choices:
1. Choice A: Put up warning signs at every storm drain.
1. Choice B: Hold a spring cleanup day.
1. Choice C: Pass a rule that fines people who dump paint or oil into a storm drain.

Your job: Talk about the three choices. Then write one clear rule on your chart paper. Add one sentence that tells how your rule would help Otter Creek.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
Writing the Storm Drain Rule for Bracken Ridge
Lesson plan · Grade 4 · Social Studies & Civics
1. Guided practice answer: A strong rule names a behavior and a place, such as "No one may pour paint, oil, or yard waste into a storm drain in Bracken Ridge." A strong supporting sentence connects the rule to the creek, explaining that storm drains carry water straight to Otter Creek, so stopping dumping keeps those materials out of the water.
1. Formative check answer: Students should be able to say the rule asks residents (or drivers, or people doing yard work) to stop putting harmful materials into drains, because those materials would otherwise flow to the creek. Naming the group and the reason shows the policy is aimed at a real behavior.
1. Exit ticket answer: Answers will vary but strong responses explain that a rule applies to everyone in the town at once, so it can stop many people from harming the creek rather than depending on one person to fix the whole problem alone.
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