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How Riverton Got Clean Tap Water Over Time
Reading passage · Grade 5 · Social Studies & Civics
A grade 5 informational passage on how a fictional town changed from carrying river water in buckets to a shared public water system, with comprehension questions.
	Time
	30 minutes

	Prep
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	None

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will identify how Riverton's water changed from the past to today.
1. Students will infer why a town chose to provide clean water as a shared public service.

Standards
RI.5.1 (Common Core ELA): Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
How this material addresses it: Questions 1, 2, and 4 ask students to quote or locate stated facts in the passage, while questions 3 and 6 require inferences drawn accurately from the text.
D2.Geo.5.3-5 (C3 Framework): Explain how the cultural and environmental characteristics of places change over time.
How this material addresses it: The passage shows how the character of Riverton changed over time as a public water system replaced hauling buckets, meeting this standard's focus on places changing.
Vocabulary
Key words: treatment plant, public service, pressure, community
Teacher overview
This passage tells the story of Riverton, a fictional town, to show how a place changes when a community decides to share the job of making water safe. It moves from a time when families carried river water in buckets to a modern system with a treatment plant, buried pipes, and a water tower. Teachers can assign it to connect a daily habit, turning on the tap, to the history of public services and the idea that some jobs are done best by the whole community together.
Differentiation
Support
Read the passage aloud once before students read it themselves, and provide a simple timeline strip (buckets, then treatment plant, then pipes and tower, then clean tap water) for students to reference while answering. Allow questions 1, 2, and 4 to be answered with short phrases.
Extension
Ask students to write a short paragraph describing what a Riverton family's day was like before the water system, compared with today, using at least three details from the passage to show how the place changed.
ELL supports
Pre-teach "treatment plant," "public service," and "pressure" with simple pictures before reading. Provide sentence frames for the inference questions: "The town shared the cost because ___," and "The change was a choice because the text says ___."
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Passage
Long ago, the families of Riverton got their water straight from the river. Each morning, children carried buckets down to the bank and hauled them back home. The water looked fine, but it was not always clean. Mud, waste, and tiny germs floated in it. Many people in Riverton got sick, and no one was sure why.
Over time, doctors learned that dirty water could carry disease. The people of Riverton faced a hard question. Each family could not build its own way to clean the river water. That would cost too much and take too long. Instead, the town decided that clean water should be a shared service, paid for by the whole community, the same way the town shared the cost of roads and a fire company.
The town built a treatment plant next to the river. At the plant, the water is held still so heavy dirt can settle to the bottom. Then the water passes through layers of sand that trap smaller bits. A small amount of a cleaning chemical is added to kill germs. When the water leaves the plant, it is clear and safe to drink.
Getting the water to homes took more work. Crews dug up the streets and laid pipes to carry water to every house. They also built a tall water tower. Water pumped up into the tower presses down through the pipes, which keeps steady pressure at each tap. Because of that pressure, a family can turn a handle and watch clean water flow, without carrying a single bucket.
Riverton looks very different today than it did long ago. The path to the river is gone, and the buckets sit in a museum. The change did not happen by accident. It happened because the people of Riverton chose to solve a problem together, and agreed to share the cost of keeping their water clean.
Questions
1. Long ago, how did the families of Riverton get their water?






1. According to the passage, why did many people in Riverton get sick?






1. Why did the town decide that clean water should be a shared service instead of each family cleaning its own water? Use the passage to support your answer.






1. Name two things the town built to bring clean water to homes.




1. Explain how the water tower helps clean water reach each home.






1. The passage says the change "did not happen by accident." What does the writer mean, and how does the text support that idea?
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1. Answer: They carried buckets of water from the river. The passage says children hauled buckets down to the bank and back home each morning.
1. Answer: Because the river water was not always clean and carried mud, waste, and tiny germs, which the passage says made many people sick.
1. Answer: Because each family could not afford to build its own way to clean the water, so the town shared the job and the cost, the way it shared roads and a fire company. This is stated in the second paragraph.
1. Answer: Any two of: a treatment plant, pipes under the streets, and a water tower. The passage names all three.
1. Answer: Water pumped up into the tower presses down through the pipes, which keeps steady pressure so water flows when a family turns the handle.
1. Answer: The writer means the town chose to solve the problem on purpose. The text supports this by saying the people "chose to solve a problem together" and "agreed to share the cost," showing it was a decision, not luck.
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