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A grade 5 social studies quiz on water as a public service, mixing multiple-choice and short-answer items on scarcity, rules, and the benefits and costs of choices.
	Time
	25 minutes

	Prep
	No prep

	Materials
	None

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will identify water as a public service and scarcity as a shared water problem.
1. Students will explain the benefits and costs of community water choices and rules.

Standards
D2.Civ.13.3-5 (C3 Framework): Explain how policies are developed to address public problems.
How this material addresses it: Items 3 and 8 ask students to explain how a council develops a rule and why a community shares a service, assessing how policies address public problems.
D2.Eco.1.3-5 (C3 Framework): Compare the benefits and costs of individual choices.
How this material addresses it: Items 4 and 5 require students to compare a benefit and a cost of a spending or water-use choice, directly assessing the benefit-cost reasoning this standard names.
Vocabulary
Key words: public service, scarcity, policy, benefit, cost
Teacher overview
This 25-minute quiz is worth 20 points and checks whether students understand water as a shared public service and the choices communities make about it. It mixes four multiple-choice items with four short-answer items, drawing on scarcity, how a town develops a rule, and the benefits and costs of water choices. It works well as an end-of-unit check after lessons on public services, drought rules, and sharing limited water.
Differentiation
Support
Allow these students to answer the short-answer items (3, 5, 7, 8) with one sentence or a labeled drawing, and read the multiple-choice stems aloud. Provide a word bank with "scarcity," "public service," "benefit," and "cost."
Extension
Ask students to add a written explanation to item 6, describing one cost of a dam as well as its benefits, using an example such as flooding land to create the reservoir.
ELL supports
Provide a small picture next to items 2, 6, and 7 (a low reservoir, a dam, and wells reaching one aquifer). Offer sentence frames for the short-answer items: "One benefit is ___. One cost is ___," and "This is a problem for neighbors because ___."
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Assessment
1. (2 points) The whole town pays for clean tap water and shares it. This makes water a:
A) private business.
B) public service.
C) natural spring.
D) personal hobby.

1. (2 points) In a dry year, a town's lake is too low. It cannot give everyone the water they want. This problem is called:
A) pollution.
B) pressure.
C) scarcity.
D) recharge.

1. (3 points) A creek is dirty from street runoff. The town council wants to help. Name two steps the council could take to make a rule.




1. (2 points) A town fixes its old pipes now instead of waiting. Which choice shows a tradeoff of that?
A) It costs money now, but it stops surprise breaks later.
B) It is free and has no cost at all.
C) It makes the water dirty on purpose.
D) It has a cost but no benefit.

1. (3 points) In a dry year, a town lets people water lawns only two days a week. Name one benefit and one cost of this rule.




1. (2 points) How can a dam and a lake behind it change a dry region?
A) It takes all the water out of the area.
B) It stores water and makes power for towns and farms.
C) It stops rain from falling.
D) It turns the river into a desert.

1. (3 points) A few families have wells that reach into the same aquifer, a layer of sand and rock under the ground with water filling the tiny spaces. Explain why one family pumping too much can hurt its neighbors.






1. (3 points) Why does a town share the cost of its water system? Give one reason it is better than each family paying only for its own pipes.






Water for Schools · waterforschools.org · Public domain (CC0)	Page 
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1. Answer: B) public service. Water paid for and shared by the whole community, like roads or fire protection, is a public service.
1. Answer: C) scarcity. Scarcity means there is not enough of a resource to meet everyone's wants, which is the drought problem described.
1. Answer: Accept any two reasonable steps, such as: hear the problem from residents, study what is causing the runoff, list possible rules, weigh the benefits and costs, and vote to adopt a rule. Students should show the council moving from a problem toward a written rule.
1. Answer: A) It costs money now, but it stops surprise breaks later. This names both a cost (money now) and a benefit (fewer breaks), which is what a tradeoff means.
1. Answer: Sample response. Benefit: the town saves water so the reservoir lasts through the drought. Cost: people cannot keep lawns and gardens as green, and some must change their habits. Both a benefit and a cost must be named.
1. Answer: B) It stores water and makes power for towns and farms. A dam holds water in a lake behind it and can use the falling water to make hydropower.
1. Answer: Because the families' wells all draw from the same aquifer, so when one family pumps too much, the water level drops for everyone, and a neighbor's well can run dry. The supply is shared, not separate.
1. Answer: Accept any clear reason, such as: it is cheaper and fairer to build one system for everyone than for each family to build its own, and sharing the cost means all homes get safe water even if one family could not afford pipes alone.
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