TEACHER PAGES
The Broken Pipe on Plum Street: Who Came to Help?
Worksheet · Kindergarten · Social Studies & Civics
A read-aloud kindergarten worksheet about a water main break on a made-up street, with nine picture-and-tell items about who helped and what they did to fix it.
	Time
	20 minutes

	Prep
	No prep

	Materials
	drawing paper and crayons

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will retell the order of events in a neighborhood water main break.
1. Students will name two people or crews who helped fix the broken pipe.
1. Students will draw and name one tool the repair crew used.

Standards
D2.Civ.14.K-2 (C3 Framework): Describe how people have tried to improve their communities over time.
How this material addresses it: Items seven and eight ask children to retell how the town crew repaired the broken pipe and to say why that work made Plum Street better for the people who live there.
W.K.2 (Common Core ELA): Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.
How this material addresses it: The last item has each child draw one tool the crew used and name it for the teacher to scribe, a short piece of the drawing-and-dictation informative writing this standard calls for.
Vocabulary
Key words: pipe, leak, crew, dig, fix
Teacher overview
A water main break is one of the few occasions when buried infrastructure becomes visible to a kindergartner, because the hole in the road, the orange cones, and the crew in vests are all above ground. This worksheet uses a made-up street, Plum Street, where a neighbor notices water rising out of the pavement and calls it in, and where a town crew arrives, digs, replaces the pipe, and restores service. Read the story aloud twice before children answer, and treat every item as an oral or drawn response rather than a written one. For item 4, sketch a truck and a boat on the board so children can point to or circle one.
If your own town has had a main break within memory, name it during the read-aloud. Children who saw the cones and the water coming up can describe it for the rest of the class.
Differentiation
Support
Give these children three picture cards showing the break, the crew digging, and the tap running, and let them lay the cards in order for item seven instead of retelling in words. For items one through three, offer two picture choices each and let the child point. Sit with them for the read-aloud so you can pause after each sentence.
Extension
After item nine, ask these children to draw the pipe under the road with the water inside it and to dictate one sentence saying where that water was going before the break. Invite them to write a short thank-you line for the crew, using their own spelling, and to read it back to the class.
ELL supports
Pre-teach pipe, dig, crew, and fix with gestures the whole class copies, such as a digging motion and a turning motion for fix. Provide the sentence frames "The ____ came." and "They put in a ____." Accept answers in a child's home language and scribe the English word beside them.
Extensions
Take the class on a short walk, with adult helpers and staying on the sidewalk, to look for the round metal covers, valve boxes, and hydrants that mark where pipes run under your own street, and count how many you pass. Many utilities will send a crew member with a length of pipe to a kindergarten classroom for fifteen minutes, which lets children handle a real section of the pipe the story describes.
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Student Worksheet
Read this to the class. Read it two times.
Water came up out of Plum Street. It made a big wet spot. A pipe under the road broke. Rosa lives on Plum Street. She saw the wet spot. She called the town crew. A truck came fast. Two workers dug a hole. They put in a new pipe. They filled the hole back up. Then the water came back on.
Now do each one. You may point, draw, or tell.
1. Who saw the wet spot first?





1. What broke under the road?





1. Who did Rosa call?





1. Draw a ring around the one that came to help: a truck or a boat.
	



1. How many workers dug the hole?





1. What did the workers put in the hole?





1. Tell what came first, what came next, and what came last.





1. Why was this work good for Plum Street?







1. Draw one thing a worker used. Tell your teacher its name.
	








Water for Schools · waterforschools.org · Public domain (CC0)	Page 
ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
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1. Answer: Rosa. The story says Rosa lives on Plum Street and saw the wet spot before anyone else did.
1. Answer: A pipe. The pipe that broke was under the road, which is why the water came up through the street instead of out of a tap.
1. Answer: The town crew. Accept "the town," "the water people," or a similar phrase, since the idea that a town has workers for this is the point of the item.
1. Answer: A truck. A boat is the distractor; the crew drove a truck to the wet spot.
1. Answer: 2 workers. The story names two workers digging the hole.
1. Answer: A new pipe. Accept "a pipe." Children who say "dirt" are describing the next step, so ask them what went in before the dirt.
1. Answer: First the pipe broke and water came up, next the crew came and dug, last the water came back on. Accept any retelling with those three events in that order.
1. Answer: The people on Plum Street got their water back. Accept answers about drinking, washing, cooking, or the street not being flooded any more.
1. Answer: Any tool named in the story or shown in the drawing, such as a shovel, a truck, or a new pipe. Scribe the child's word next to the drawing.
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