TEACHER PAGES
Why the Fire Truck Stops at the Hydrant on Ash Street
Reading passage · Kindergarten · Social Studies & Civics
A kindergarten read-aloud passage about the pipe, the hydrant, and the fire truck on a made-up street, with six questions about how a town built help that arrives fast.
	Time
	25 minutes

	Prep
	No prep

	Materials
	drawing paper and crayons

	Answer key
	At the end of this document

	License
	Public domain (CC0). Copy, edit, and share freely, without attribution.



Objectives
1. Students will name the hydrant and the pipe as parts of the town's water system.
1. Students will explain why a fire truck needs more water than it carries.
1. Students will tell one way pipes and hydrants made the town better than buckets did.

Standards
D2.Civ.14.K-2 (C3 Framework): Describe how people have tried to improve their communities over time.
How this material addresses it: Question five asks children to say how digging pipes and setting a hydrant on each block changed the town of Bramley for the better, which is describing an improvement people made over time.
W.K.2 (Common Core ELA): Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.
How this material addresses it: The last question has each child draw one thing from the passage that helps put out a fire and name it for the teacher to scribe, combining drawing and dictation to share information.
Vocabulary
Key words: hydrant, hose, pipe, tank, block
Teacher overview
This passage begins with a fire truck, an object children already notice, and works back from it to the water system under the street. It follows one hydrant on Ash Street in the made-up town of Bramley, back through the pipe to the town's tank on the hill, and then back in time to the bucket lines people once formed. Teachers can use it as a read-aloud during a community helpers unit or alongside a fire-safety visit.
Read the passage twice. On the second reading, stop at each new object and let children point to it in the picture you sketch on the board: the truck, the curb, the hydrant, the pipe, the tank.
Differentiation
Support
Sketch the five objects on the board before reading and point to each one as it appears, then let these children answer questions one through four by pointing to your sketch. Offer two spoken choices for question three, such as "the truck holds a lot" or "the truck holds a little."
Extension
Ask these children to retell the whole path of the water in order, from the tank on the hill to the fire, using their fingers to mark each stop. Then have them dictate one question they would ask a firefighter about the hydrant, and hold those questions for a station visit.
ELL supports
Pre-teach hydrant, hose, pipe, and tank with a photograph or a quick sketch of each, and have the class say the word while making a matching gesture. Provide the frames "It is a ____." and "The water comes from the ____." Accept home-language answers and add the English word alongside.
Extensions
Walk the class to the nearest hydrant and count the hydrants you pass on the way, then look from the sidewalk for the valve covers in the road that mark the same pipe. Fire departments will often bring an engine to a kindergarten class and let children hold the end of a hose and look at the hydrant connection the passage describes.
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Passage
Read this to your class. Read it two times.
A big red truck sits at the firehouse on Ash Street. The truck holds some water. It does not hold much. A fire needs a lot of water. So where does the rest come from?
Look down at the curb. There is a short, fat post. It is red. It has a cap on each side. This post is a hydrant.
A big pipe runs under Ash Street. The pipe is full of water. That water comes from the tall tank up on the hill. The hydrant sits on top of that pipe.
When there is a fire, the truck stops next to the hydrant. A fire crew jumps down. One of them grabs a fat hose. She screws one end on the hydrant. Then she turns the top nut with a long tool. Now the water can run. It goes up the hose. It goes into the truck. From there it goes out to the fire.
Long ago the town of Bramley had no pipes. When a barn burned, people ran with pails. They made a long line from the creek to the fire. It took a lot of time.
So the town dug pipes. It set a hydrant on each block. Now help gets there fast. Town workers check each hydrant every year. They make sure the water still comes out fast.
Questions
1. What is the short, fat post by the curb called?





1. Where does the water in the pipe come from?





1. Why does the truck need the hydrant?







1. What did people use long ago to carry water to a fire?





1. How did the pipes and hydrants make the town better?







1. Draw one thing that helps put out a fire on Ash Street. Tell your teacher its name.
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ANSWER KEY · FOR TEACHERS
Why the Fire Truck Stops at the Hydrant on Ash Street
Reading passage · Kindergarten · Social Studies & Civics
1. Answer: A hydrant. The passage names the short, fat red post at the curb as the hydrant.
1. Answer: The tall tank on the hill. The passage says the water in the pipe under Ash Street comes down from the town's tank.
1. Answer: The truck does not hold much water. A fire needs a lot, so the crew connects a hose to the hydrant to get more.
1. Answer: Pails. People made a long line from the creek to the fire and passed pails along it.
1. Answer: Help gets there fast now. Accept any answer about not needing a bucket line, or about water being on every block instead of only at the creek.
1. Answer: Any object named in the passage, such as the truck, the hose, the hydrant, the pipe, or the tank. Scribe the child's word beside the drawing.
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